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n order to make sound decisions

concerning the future of lowa

lakes, it is important to
understand how they are used,
as well as which factors influence
your selection of lakes to visit. The
answers you give to the questions in
this survey are very important. Even
if you have not visited any lakes in
Iowa, please complete and return
the questionnaire. It is critical for
our research to understand the
characteristics and views of both
those who use and those who do not

use lowa’s lakes.



In this first section of the survey, we would like to find out which of the lakes on the enclosed
map you or any members of your household visited and what you did there.

1. Have you or any member of your household visited any lakes in lowa this year?

[] Yes [] No

If you answered “No” to question 1, please skip to question 8 on page 11.

2. We are very interested in your and your household’s usage of lowa’s lakes—the activities

you undertake and typical trip-related expenses while visiting them.

On the table of lakes listed on pages 4-10 we ask you to do the following:

¢ Record the number of single-day and overnight visits you made since January 1, 2019 or
plan to make before December 31, 2019.

e Place a checkmark in each of the appropriate boxes to indicate the activities you
undertook or plan to undertake in 2019.

e For any lake you visited, please estimate the amount of money you spent for a typical trip
to that lake and choose the corresponding expense bracket, taking into consideration all

of the categories listed below:

On the following table of lakes,  Expense estimations should include the following:
please give a rough estimate of Fishing Supplies (bait, tackle)
expenses with the letter A, B, C, c ina/Picnicking S lies (b " . lates)

amping/Picnicking Supplies (bug spray, charcoal, paper plates
D, or E using the following scale: Ping g >upp g spray paperp

A= less than $20 Food and Beverages (restaurants, grocery/convenience stores)

B = $20-$50 Lodging (camping fees, hotels, cabin rentals)
C = $50-$100 Boat Fuel
D= $100-$200 Travel cost (if you do not drive your car)

E = more than $200
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For a typical single-day trip to a lake, what percent of your total amount spent goes to each of the
following categories? You do not need to give points to all of the categories, but remember that the
total needs to equal 100. Single-day Overnight

Fishing supplies

Camping/picnicking supplies

Food and beverages

Lodging (if overnight visit)

Gas for boating

Other miscellaneous expenses

[Alel[e 110|0

Please check which of the following best describes a typical lake visit for you or your household.
[ ] 1visit with other family members
If so, how many family members? I::l

[ visit with friends or relatives not in my household
If so, how many friends or relatives not in your household? I__I

E] [ visit alone

Which month(s) do you or your household make most of your lake trips? (Check all that apply)
[[IMay []June [TJJuly []August [_|September [_]October []Other:

If you or a member of your household boat on lowa lakes, please check each type of boat used.
[ ] canoe ] Kayak [ JPowerboat [ ] Personal water craft (Jet Ski, WaveRunner, etc.)
[]Sailboat [_] Paddle boat [ |Fishingboat [_] Other

What is the model and year of the vehicle that you or a household member typically use to visit lakes?
[ ] car/station wagon [] Mini van [] Sport utility vehicle (SUV)

[ ] Pickup truck/van (cargo or passenger)/other truck [_| RV (recreational vehicle)

[ ] Motorcycle/motorbike [_] No vehicle (walking or biking)

Vehicle Year:

Please indicate how often you or other members of your household visited lakes or rivers in each of
the following locations this year.

Single-day trips Overnight trips
(# trips) (# trips)

Lakes in states neighboring lowa
The Missouri River

The Mississippi River

HEEH
LI
HEEH
LI

Interior rivers within Iowa

lowa Lakes Survey / 11



9. Assume you have a total of 100 importance points to assign to the following characteristics when
choosing a lake for recreation. Please indicate the importance of each factor by allocating your 100
points among the items on this list. To indicate one item is more important to you than another, you
should allocate more points to it. You do not need to give points to all of the items, but remember that
the total needs to equal 100.

Diversity of wildlife pts.
Good water clarity pts.
Hard, clean, sandy bottom in swimming area pts.
Lack of water odor pts.

Little/no suspended sediment in water
(no brown water) pts.

No/minimal algae blooms
or scum (no bright green water) pts.

Quality of fish (species diversity and
fish caught) pts.

Safety from bacterial contamination/
no health advisories pts.

Well-manicured shorelines and beach area pts.

roraL |1 |O O] pts.

10. Assume you have a total of 100 importance points to assign to the following factors in choosing a lake
for recreation. Please indicate the importance of each factor by allocating your 100 points among the
items on this list. To indicate one item is more important to you than another, you should allocate
more points to it. You do not need to give points to all of the items, but remember that the total needs
to equal 100.

Activities at the lake pts.
Activities in the town pts.
Location of friends/relatives pts.
Park facilities pts.
Proximity pts.
Water quality pts.
Other: pts.

tora. |1 JO O] pts.
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11. Lakesin Iowa can become polluted from a variety of different sources. Pollutants that reach Iowa'’s
lakes and rivers contribute to poor water quality at any given lake. Please rank, in your opinion, the
following potential pollutant sources for lowa’s lakes from 1 (least important/smallest contributing
source) to 6 (most important/largest contributing source).

Numerical Ranking
Agricultural runoff (nitrogen and phosphorus fertilizer, sediment)

Confined animal feeding operations and OR
manure application to agricultural fields I don’t know

Urban runoff (nitrogen and
phosphorus fertilizer, storm water)

Trash/litter

Oil or other household hazardous wastes

Other:

12. In general, relative to lake water quality in surrounding states, lowa’s lake water quality is
(Please check one):

[]Way better []Slightly better [] About the same W Slightly worse

H Way worse 11 don’t know

13. Please check all social media/information websites you have used for the following reasons
(Check all that apply):

Google DNR
Facebook Twitter Instagram Snapchat WhatsApp YouTube Pinterest TripAdvisor Apps  site Other

Finding travel

information about ] [] [] [] [] ] W ] O O O

lakes

Finding travel

information in D D D D D D D

general

0 O

Sharing travel

[l
information in [] [] [] [] ] L] ] L]
[l

general

Sharing travel

information about D D D D D D D

lakes

L]
O 0O O
0O O o

14. Do you check water quality status when you are planning your lake trips?
[[JYes [_] No (If no, please skip to question 16)
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16.

17.

18.

Please check all sources of information where you would look for water quality information.

| Friends/family
W Department of Natural Resources (DNR) websites

[ ] Department of Natural Resources (DNR) social media outlets

E] Other media outlets

Have you ever heard of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) in lowa lakes?

[] Yes [INo

Have you ever observed a large algae bloom while fishing or visiting a lake? (Please check one)

[] Yes

[] No (If no, please skip to question 19)
[[] I don’t remember (If so, please skip to question 19)
]! have never visited any lake before (If so, please skip to question 19)

While observing the algae bloom, which of the following actions did you take? (Please check one)
[11 stopped doing my planned water activity in that water body

[] 1 moved to another area of the water body and continued my planned activity

[] I continued my planned activity
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I nformation about you and other members of your household will help us better understand how household
characteristics affect an individual’s use of lowa lakes and attitudes toward changes in them. It will also
help us to determine how representative our sample is of the state of lowa. All of your answers are strictly
confidential. The information will only be used to report comparisons among groups of people. We will never
identify individuals or households with their responses. Please be as complete in your answers as possible.
Thank you.

19. What is your age?
[] 18-25 [135-49  []60-75
[]26-3¢  []50-59 []76+

20. For lowans: How long has your household been living in lowa?
[]Lessthan5years [ ]5-9 years []10-14 years [15-19 years [120 or more years

21. For out-of-state households: Have you ever lived in lowa before?

D Yes DNO

22. Whatis your gender? [ TMale [ ] Female [_]Other [ ]Prefer notto indicate

23. What s the highest level of schooling that you have completed? (Please check only one)
[ ] Some high school orless [_| High school graduate  [_] Some college or trade/vocational school

[] Advanced degree W College graduate

24. How many adults (including yourself) live in your household?

25. How many children (under 18) live in your household?

26. What is your current employment status?
[]Full time []Part time [] Student [ ]Unemployed [_|Retired

27. What is your total household income (before taxes) for 2019?
[] Under $10,000 [] $25,000-$29,999  [] $50,000-$59,999 [] $125,000-$149,999
[] $10,000-$14,999 [7] $30,000-$34,999  [] $60,000-$74,999 [ ] Over $150,000
[] $15,000-$19,999 [7] $35,000-$39,999  [] $75,000-$99,999
[] $20,000-$24,999 [] $40,000-$49,999  [] $100,000-$124,999
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Thank you for your participation in this survey. Your completed survey should be returned to:

Wendong Zhang
478C Heady Hall
518 Farm House Lane
Iowa State University
Ames, 1A 50011-1054



